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the oldest seventy-two years. He does riot give detailed reports of 
his cases, nor does lie state the average durntion of tile disease under 
this treatment. The camphor was administered in the form of a 20 
per cent, solution in oil. lie gave it in variable doses as high as 12 e.e. 
at a single dose. He repeated the dose every twelve hours until the 
pulse, respirations, nnd temperature became normal, and then every 
twenty-four hours until the lungs were clenr. Seibert noted that no 
crisis occurred in any case, hut that a grndunl improvement followed 
immediately after the first injection and continued to recovery in every 
case. He also adds that the duration of the disease was considerably 
shortened. Seibert thinks that the effect of enmphor may be explained 
by a direct bactericidal action upon the pneumococci, in - addition to 
the stimulating action of the camphor. The number of Seibert’s cases 
does not allow one to draw any definite conclusions, nnd furthermore, 
his scries of cases occurred during the summer months when pneumonia 
is, ns a rule, less virulent. 


A New Method of Treatment of Epilepsy.— Bratz nnd Sculockow 
( Dcut. mcd. Woch., 1909, xxvii, 1184) write concerning the treatment 
of epilepsy in the state institute for epileptics at Wuhlgnrten. They 
treated 50 cases of epilepsy with sabromin. Sabromin is similar in 
structure-to sajodin, being the calcium salt of dibrombeljeridic acid. 
It contains 29 per cent, of bromine; 3 grams of sabromin seems to 
equal 4 to 0 grains of potassium bromide in strength. They gave the 
sabromin in tablet form, each tablet containing 0.5 gram. It was found 
better to give the remedy one hour after meals. It was especially 
noteworthy to see the disappearance of various skin eruptions, which 
had been caused by other bromine preparations. Furthermore, no 
ease of skin eruption was observed during the use of sabromin. This 
has been explained by the fact that less bromine is furnished to the 
body by sabromin. However, it seems to be a fnct that sabromin, 
although it contains less bromine, is able to exercise the same anti- 
cpilcptic action as the other bromine salts. They state that 4 grams 
of sabromin contains about one-half the amount of bromine in an cc|ual 
quantity of potassium bromide, though it equals 6 grams of potassium 
bromide in efficacy. To explain its action it has been suggested that 
sabromin combines directly with the nervous tissue. 


A New Bromine Preparation in the Treatment'of Epilepsy.— IIavsiann 
(Med. Klin., 1908,1, 1910) gives the results obtnined in the psychiatric 
clinic at Freiburg with the use of sabromin in the treatment of epilepsy. 
Some of the patients have been under the treatment for seven months, 
nnd many for from two to four months. Hnymnnn found that the 
remedy was well borne, causing no untoward symptoms on the part 
of the gastro-intestinnl tract. The patients took the remedy with ease, 
it being odorless nnd almost tasteless. No bromine acne was observed 
during the use of sabromin; on the other hand, already existing skin 
eruptions cleared up. Two tablets of 0.5 gram each, given three times 
a day, gave the necessary saturation of the body with bromine. ■ 1 Ins 
sninc effect, he says, would not be obtained with 4 grams of potassium 
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bromide. Haynmtui determined that the dose could be considerably 
increased without the danger of poisonous symptoms. It appears 
plausible from the chemical structure of sabromin that its action is 
slow, and at the same time prolonged. Havninnn says that his clinical 
observations agree with this theory. No patient became accustomed to 
the remedy, so that it was not necessary to incrcnsc the dosage. 

The Action of Fats in Excessive Gastric Secretion.— Martinet 
(Presse m£d. t 1909, lviii, 515) advocates the use of olive oil in cases of 
excessive gastric secretion, such'as ulcer of the stomach, simple hyper- 
chlorhydria, and gostrosuceorrhoen. He also believes that from 100 
to 150 grams of olive oil taken before breakfast is beneficial in the treat¬ 
ment of gallstones. Often the olive oil is objectionable, and then the 
fat may be prescribed in the form of fresh milk or cream. Fresh 
almonds up to an amount of 80 to 100 grams a day may also be used to 
furnish the required amount of fat. Fresh bduc marrow spread on 
bread in place of butter is another method suggested for supplying the 
fat. He also suggests that olive oil may be substituted for butter in 
the preparation of food, since it is more easily digestible than other fats. 
Olive oil, he claims, diminishes gastric scccrtion, regulates the bowels, 
and supplies easily digestible nutriment. 

The Treatment of Gastric Ulcer with Iron Chloride Gelatin.— Bourc.kt 
( Therap . Mounts., 1909, vii, 353) has used, for a number of years, 
stomaefi lavage with a 1 per cent, solution of iron chloride for the treat¬ 
ment of gastric ulcer. He replies to the objections of some against 
tlie use of the stomach tube in ulcer of the stomach that he Jins used 
it thousands of times with no bad results. On the contrary, most of 
Ins cases have been cured in fourteen days, and some even in still less 
time. Since, in practice, it is often inconvenient to use a stomach tube, 
he has endeavored to apply a modification of this treatment by giving 
the iron chloride in gelatin. He prepares this in the following manner: 
100 grams of gelatin is dissolved in 100 grams of water and 100 grains 
of glycerin. To this he adds 50 grains of a 10 per cent, solution of 
iron chloride. The addition of the iron chloride forms a precipitate. 
The mixture is stirred vigorously while warm in order to secure a homo¬ 
geneous distribution of this precipitate. The mixture is then poured 
into the moulds of 1 c.c. capacity and allowed to harden. Two or three 
of these tablets are given two or three hours after meals. Bourget 
follows this routine: 8 A.M., milk and zwiebach; 10 A.M., one tablet; 
10.30 A.M., 100 to 150 grams of alkaline water; 12 noon, milk and rice; 
3 p.m./ one tablet; 3.30 p.m. to 4, 150 grams of alkaline water; 0 p.m., 
milk and rice; 9 p.m., one tablet; 10 p.m., 150 grains alkaline water. 
The prescription for the alkaline water is as follows: 

B—Natrii bicarb, puriss. 

Natrii pliosph. sicci. 

Natrii stilph.eicci. 

The prescription is to be divided into powders. 

Dissolve one of these powders in 1 liter of cold water. 

Tile effect of this method of treatment is very favorable, especially 
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